Primary aortitis in childhood.
The case of a 5-year-old boy affected by autoimmune aortitis is reported. The onset was acute, the progression rapid. Hypertension, absence of right radial pulse, elevated ESRand immune globulin levels, cellular and humoral immunity against blood vessel wall were observed. The tests suggested an autoimmune origin of the aortitis. On immunosuppressive treatment the signs of activity disappeared and the condition improved and after captopril treatment the blood pressure decreased.